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CONFIGURABLE JOINS: 
BASES, JOINS AND 

SUBQUERIES

Let’s go on a journey through joins—starting at the base



Fundamentals

Slate is a relational database.

‣ There are 200+ tables in Slate! 

‣ Available Resources 

‣ Configurable Joins Base Explorer 

‣ Knowledge Base:  

‣ Search “Queries” 

‣ Commonly Used Person(Application)-Scoped Exports and Filters Suitcase 

‣ RHB Academy Clean Slate  

‣ Pro Tip: Check out Slate Scholar! 

‣ RHB Webinars: 

‣ Search “Configurable Join Fundamentals” on Rhb.com



What you see What SLATE sees

SELECT 
  exports 
FROM 
  table base 
JOIN 
  other tables 
WHERE 
  filters 
ORDER BY 
  sorts



‣ Records  Bases for parent records 
Applications, Persons, Dataset Records 

‣ Related  Bases that relate to parent records 
Schools, Tests, Addresses, Devices, Jobs 

‣ System  Bases for system tables 
Bins, Periods, Rounds, Decisions

Base Categories



Join Types

One-to-Many  

Each Application can have many 
Materials - it gets the Multiple symbol.

one-to-one  

Each Application can only have one 
Person.

One-to-Multiple options  

Each Application can have many Form 
Responses across many Forms. This is a 
magic join with multiple options inside 
it -  it gets a magic hat symbol.



‣ Table Ranking 

‣ In / Not In 

‣ Exists / Not Exists 

‣ Confirmed / Released / Received

Important Concepts





‣ Approaches 

‣ Build, Test, Review, Edit 

‣ Try different Bases 

‣ Try different exports

Learning the database

Practice Queries



‣ Key config areas: activate CJ lookups; 

revisit user permissions to control 

access to bases

Care for Office

Custom Database Lookups



Care for Office



‣ Only and Exactly what every user needs to search on 

‣ Full customization of what is seen about any record 

‣ Ability to leverage views (shared and personal) to further customize what is seen

Care for Office

Benefits



‣ Key config areas: User Permissions: Edit Shared Views 

‣ Appear in 80+ locations across Slate 

‣ Benefits 

‣ Enhanced visibility into data 

‣ Ability to create standard ‘views’, while allowing individuals to establish custom views that suit 

needs best

Care for Team

Shared / Personal Views







‣ Key config areas: none, but Libraries must be shared 

‣ Benefits 

‣ Consistent Query / Report results 

‣ Ability to provide newer and less-tech-oriented users with commonly used data points 

‣ Create a wealth of drag-and-drop Exports / Filters that contain complex logic 

‣ Ease transition from legacy bases to modern CJ bases

Care for Self

Query Libraries



‣ Start with Suitcases from Technolutions via Knowledge Base 

‣ Build office-centric ‘most used items’ Library 

‣ Entity Joins, Related Dates Record Joins 

‣ Items that require multiple Joins, such as Lookup Period or Source Format

Care for Self

Query Libraries



Guided Activity

Let’s build a shared Organization Lookup view.

‣ Go to Record Lookup 

‣ Click on the Views Icon > Create View 

‣ Add desired Exports to use as a default view 

‣ Mark the view as the default view 

‣ Enjoy your new default view



‣ Revise the shared Person or Application Lookup view

Independent Activity

Stretch your skills



‣ Transition 

‣ Dependent 

‣ Workflows 

‣ Entities 

‣ Independent 

‣ Rules 

‣ Application logic

Transition to CJs



Report Group Exports



Report Groups “Sorts”



Rule Filters















Different counts for different programs? Translate it!



‣ We now understand when and where to Join. 

‣ We now have ‘database caring’ tools for creating customized user experiences. 

‣ We now have ‘database boosting’ tools that extend Join functionality beyond queries.

Key Takeaways



THANK YOU


